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| Being the Senlsers and -Reepers of Mew gat6y Nat holſes, Bun Bench,” | 
„ - >Bufrrough/Court,! White, Chappel, Clink, Weſtminſtet ate Houſe, 
tte Oi Compters ere. Blcody Calender, with the Bxamination 
def he Pribners wertin cosfümd ; by the Honourable Big Oglethorp 
and MY! Alderman Bei fvrr, with the roff of the Honorable Com- 
mittee of the Hawſe of Commons, w. ul che Nomber and Deſcrip- 
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ES  xjor qt che Irons and ſpſtruments uſed für tortut ing poor Debtors: | 
4 s Head Caps, Ruff, Cravats, Archeſtrethhers, Leg benders Thum 
_- *Trons; or Sctews with che-barbarons- and inhuman Practices to the 
uiid Priſoners, with*their evetal Rooms and Places of torment. As 
dur orten en Room, Strong Room, Room of Stare, er. 
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THAT th&inprife ving yerſons for Debt; whotare not of Ability 
* e e | Debts, is not only unthriftian. büt iahuman, aud 
das in ig wile beconfiroed, doing a4 we, Mou be done by. . 40 
bat tbe impeiteniug per ſens for Debt „ was. Introduced. into this 

Nation amongſt ench Laws; and that Kingdom from Wem we 1c- | 

ceived it, were ſo thoroughly convincd 14 111 Tengency. it bad. to 
dhe DeſyyRion of Mankind, that they founch it Jong, ſince geceſſayto 
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II. That the many; Thouſands of poor pri ſongt a conß nd for Debt, and 
and in no wiſe capable of getting their libertg, are both a loſs andCharge 
to the Nation, and ſuch. as ſuccour them, which muſt neceſſarily amount 
to an infinite Sum of Money yearly, beyond what has been immagind. 
III, That the maintaining of Priſons, Goalers and per ſons employed 
under them is a very great. Expence, which muſt ghicfly, ariſe fiom 
Such unforunateÞerſons, or their Friends who come under their Charge 
IV. That the Sergeants belonging to each Compter with their Veomen 
are 56, with 200 Sheriffs, Officers and their Followers double the Nmu- 
ber, that the Mar ſhalſea Court Officers are about go and their Fillow- 
ers, like wiſe double the Number, that the White: Chaypel Qfficers and 
heir Followers, upwards of 580, that the Borough Compter and Clint: | 
dA are about 70, and abont 100 belonging to the High ei of Wectmig ; 
Rer;amounting in all to upwards of 30co and; all withis,litle leſs than 
32 Miles of London. & bopeful-parcel.to live upon the Spoil af Induſtry 
Vi. To which let us add, the Charge of the Writs; S>V1.itors, Attor- 
neys, Counſellors and Judges Fees, Habeas corpis's, Commitment and 
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:Diſmiſſion, and put the Bilance, of the. Creditors Charge in the other 
Scale, and V1] engage the Charge)amaunts' to mote than the Debts, All 
Which cms out of the Creditors Account, who tamely [ts down 
80 off his Hat to the Attorneys, and if his Debtor dies in 
Goal; he pays the Charge of the Proſecution, beſides: the loſs of his 


Deht. Beſides this loſs: ro the Creditor, wirk the ruin of the De: 1 
tor, the Charge of which would maintain a good Fleet of SIPs againſt ** 1-8 
0 the Enemy. Let us conſider the Flardſhips the poor Debtor ſuſtains in + * 
Priſon, unknown or deſigned by the honeſt Creditor, woſe Intereſt ia 5 
was only to ſue him for his juſt Debt, and many times is uncapable 
hiqmſelf to heip his Debtor, or even to pay the Lawyer's great Fees, 
when he is willing to diſcharge him. „%%% 1 © 
VI. I woutd not have the Reader expect that I mean the Law wants mending  *© = 
ſo much as the Practice of at does, which gives unfair Practitioners the opportu- — 
nity ok making a Total Tracture in Juſtice, as for Example, ſuppoſe a Debt of 60/. . 
e at Law, or 20, or 301. in Equity, you ſhall often Jooſe more in taking 
your Coſt then the Debt comes'to';'and be banter'd fo audacioulſly into the | © 
Bargain, with your ſeeming Recovery; that the Debt had better have been loſt = 
at firſt, than ever to have ſued for it, TE, 4 " | 
VII. With a great deal of Concern may it be ſpoken, that there is a very per:. 
nicious Cuſtom, for Courcellors Goalers, &c. To igive the Judges New Years 
Gifts; every Marſhal and Warden, myſt preſent a Green Purſe and yellow Duſt, 
or the higher Poxyers are very cloudy.; Can all this be for any other Reaſon but 
to purchaſe unjuſt, Favours? Tell nor theſe things in Gath, let not the, uncircym- 3 
ciſs'd hear of it. And among other Things for better Regulation of Practice; <P 
It may not be amiſs, could it de order d as follows. 4 


VIII That all Bafliffs, Sergeants, 'Yeomen, and all ſuch Cannibals 1 
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and Oppreſſers are to have no Followers or Deputies, and will be 
_ obliged to wear a Livery, with a proper Badge of their Authority upʒꝛ 
on one of their Arms, with a white Wand to diſtinguiſh them; from. 
the Honeſt and Induſtriovs part of the World, and to wear Hats ofa a 
different Colour to repreſent the remarkable Office of a Catch- pole. 
For as the Prudence of all orderly Governments have thought proper 
to diſtinguiſh the Soldiery by peculiar Livery as they are, the Detenders © © 
and Preſervers of their Country, ſo it cannot be any ways improper; _ + 2 
do let the Publick know ſuch as deſtroy and oppreſs the Fellow Crea- == 7 
tures, by ſome publick Mark of Infamy. _ 3 
We next proceed to the Goalers, who are the vileſt Miſcreants in 
the World, and of thoſe the vileſt in Exgland, are D.—y the Reeper 
of the M———ſea and his Bloody - Turnkey A, the Maſter being 
as Ignorant as the Man inhuman; D-—y indeed has an Hereditary AZ. 1 . 
Title to the Rogueries of the Place, and the latter thinks himſelf as _ 7 
well juſtified in the barbaries he daily puts in Execution, from his 1} 
heing bred a Butcher. Mr. D-—y the aſter has the Impudence to > 
Jodgę ten or twelve Prifogers in a Room, and Extorts from each 2 | 
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And s 4. a Week Chamber Rent, and 1. every time they have clean 
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_ It appearing that Mr. Bambridge hath wilfully permitted ſeveral Debtors to 
. the Cron, in great dums of Money, as well as Debtors to divers of his Ma- 
. Fut une do eſcape, hath been guilty of the moſt notorious Breaches of 
„ - Truſt, great Extortions, and the higheſt Grimes and Miſdemeanors in the Exce- 
= - _cution of his ſaid Office, and hach arbitarily and illegally loaded with Irons, put 
2 ind Dungeons, and deſtroyed Priſoners for Debt under his Charge, Treating 
them inthe moſt barbarous and crnel Manner, in high Violation and Contempt 
: "of the Laws of this Kingdom, and that Fohn Haggins Eſq; late Warden did in 
like Manner during the Time of his Wardſhip, wilkally permit many confidera- 
ble Debtors in his Cuſtody, to eſcape and was notorioufly Guilty, of great Brea- 
ches of his Truſt, Extortions and Cruelties and other high Crimes and Miſde- 
5 meanors, to the great oppreſſion and ruin of many of the Subjects of this King- 
| | dom: And alfo that John Barnes Wil. Pindar, fobn Everett and Thomas King, 
were Agents and Accomplices with the ſazd 700. Bambridge. And qe rb | 
' 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons Addreſs'd his Majeſty, that he would 
1 graciouſly pleaſed, to ditect his Attorney-General, forthwith to 0 the 
1 aid Thomas Bambridge and John Huggins Eſqrs; James Barnes, Will, Pendar, ohn 
| D William - King ; and in order thereunto they were all eommitted to 
5 Hlfereupon the id Thomas Bambridge, on Saturday April 12, Petition- 


ea the Honourable Houſe of Commons, praying, that he may be heard by him- 
| ſelf and Council, againſt the ſaid Bill, at ſuch time as rhe Coyncil ſhall think 
fit. Whereupon the ſaid Thomas Fang was allowed Council and a Solici- 
F tor to adviſe him in Order to make his Defenſe. VNC : 
2+ ,- There is at this Time more particular Reaſons for publications of this Na- 
ture, vvhen the moſt notorious Murthers are committed yyithout Impunity ; of 
Vvyhich the follovving is a very remarkable Inſtance. A Gang of Turnkeys and 


hailiffs not long ſince, vvith Fire Arms and other Inſtruments of War, under 
+ > - the Pretence of a trifling Riot, enter'd as a Poſe into the King's Bench Priſon, 
= * and Murther'd on Mr. Allen a Debtor upon the ſpot, vvho vvas ſetting uncon- 
= cern'd ſmoaking his Pipe, vvithout any thing near him for his Defence ; and 
1 + nas ſeveral others vyho vvere no vvays concern'd in the ſaid pretended 
34 e N © | | 

” Tu 0 _ Beſides this, it is notorious that not only the Friſon Allovvance, but a 
* Charities, vyhich have been Contributed tovvards the Relief of Inſolvent Deb- 
3 tors in Nen gate, the C omplers, Marſhalſea Borough Compter, the Clink Gate houſe, 


Miſtminſter and White Chapel Priſons; have been detained and miſapply'd, where- 
by many poor Infolvent Debtors, have been cruelly ſtarv'd to Death, vyith o- 
ther unheard of ill Uſage too long to be related here, particularly locking Deb- 
tors into the dead Room, ſetting others in the Stocks, becauſe they can't raiſe 
Money to pay for Garniſh; putting ſuch as are taken vvith the Small Pox into 
Rooms, vvith ſuch Debtors as vvere never infected, ſcrevving Debtor's Thumbs 


+ together till the Blood ſprings out; vvith Ironing and Manacling of Priſoners at 
{ * their Pleaſure, in the moſt inhuman manner that can be invented; vvitha hun- 


adred ſeyera! forts of Inſtruments for Torture. 5 58 
n Befides all this, they have ſeveraf Places in their Priſons where they confine 
1 Debtors contrary to Law, ſome of which go by theſe Names, viz. the dead Room, 
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* _ MArgng-Rgom, Room of State, Little Eafe, &c, 
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dy upon Friday Morning the 38th of April, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge öder tb. 


make his Defence before the Commitee of the Honouräble Houſe of C5; 
+ appointed to Examine him, if the fai. "Thomas Bambridge diinks' oat 
Anh the ſaid Thomes Bintbridge'was: ordered to ſend Mr. Speaker à Liſt of the 
OE Names offuch Priſoners in the Feet Priſon as he ſhould deſite may be brought ap 
PE I in order to their being Examin'd as Witneſſes before the Taid Committee Cr 
te ſaid Bill, as there thall-þe Occaſion. © EO ee e 
Upon the whole as Mr. Banbriuge expected his Creitures, who were always 
at lis Service While under his Ward, eld. have continued theit former Cant; 
5 And even thoſe whom ke moſt Tried too; would be'favontable' in their ETami- : 
Os nations he found liimſelf difappeintgd': For as rhey wers before under his Rc 
= Hredare Command, and milt elther iareeot be obedient to his Arbiry Wal, * 
baue found nom had their Conſciences at Liberty; and what was the maſt Terri. 
ble, that Worthy and Honourable Gentleman, that would not be triffed with. 
Ik̃hhus is that mighty and wonderful &ppreſſor even Oppreſſed himſelf; only with 
_ this Difference, that, as he himſelf 0 preſſed others contrary to Law: ble hin- 
ed (if we could fo term it in his Fa vour) by a ju and due Courſe 
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Accordingly Mr. Huggins, Mr: Bambridge and W.Piydar were carryd up on Bi 
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719 76 2 Principal Sufferer 
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1 | was commnuttedT to a new wet orien! and therein confied” "Mir Yhe Space ? 
A Jourteen Days whereby he was moſt inn Wh 
woas then Deputy Warden unger Mr. . and it not plahiſ appcaring by 54 
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tis faid, There are ffficient Wineſſes to prove the fad Fact, an is not doubt- 
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